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"FASTSERMON 


BEFORE THE. 


Houle of Commons: 
: Ezra VL. 243 —_ 


Then 1 proclaimed” a "Faft theve=="thit 
we might afflift our ſelves before our 
God, to.ſeek 'of him :4 right -way, for 


us, and for 'our tittle'ones\, "arid for al 
our ſubſtance. 


'HE Words are” s ir of the 3 Ke 
lation;; which: Ezra he. NE] giycs 
- of his Conduct, % IN ; Jahr ack 4 


Remnant of Iſrael from NE Capgyry: They 
had. Foe, * peg ke: uh Ds 
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the Protection of their Laws, the Glory of 
their Temple, and the Excrcife of their Re- 
ligion ; Bur 3t haying, pleaſed ,Gag, . after 
ſome years Ehaſtiſement, "ro turti. their Cap- 
tivity, and to fur. ic into.che Heart of Cyrxs, 
to grant, and of Darizs to confirm, the Re- 
ſtauration of their - Temple, a part of thar 
unfortunate Poople were now reſctded in 
Feruſalem and the Citics of Judah. And by 
the tayour of Artaxerxes, another Portion of 
them were to be. led by. Ezra;: to a Re-cſta. 
blibment in cher own County, and .to the 
Enjoyment of their ancicnt Laws and Rcli- 


They were now --afſembled together ac 


rhe River 4have, .in the Borders of Afyria ; 


joyful im their deliverance from a Foreign, 
and their proſpect of their Native Land ; but 
however. great the Bleſſing, and how ſweer 
foever theu Hopes were, they were not,un- 
mix'd with Fears and doubrful Apprehenſions, 


for they were to pafs thro? People that were 
Enamicsto their Name and Nation; and they 
had rcaſ@n to cxpett all the Oppoſition their 
Malice could make, and all the Obſtruftions 
chcig Spite could contrive, to diftarb their 
Journey, -and preverit their Sertlement. 


Apd 
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And far this Reaſon their wiſeCondyRar 

'd upon it. as the moſt prudens and 18- 
Kwon Courſe; he-gauld take, and what was 
wy © procure the moſt certain ſuccels r@ 
his Expedition, -to begin the vndertaking 
with a-folgnn-Approachw God 49 Faſt: 
and Praying, chat che fame Goodneſs -whichy 
had begun their: Deliverance would nerfet 
it, and direct them to rhe taking of ſuch 
meaſures, andthe aſing of ſuch means; as 
the Divine Wiſdom ſaw moſt conducing $6. 
the ſatery. of their 'March, and to thar Re-, 
citabliſkment in their Land, 7hen I jro- 
claimed a Faft there—— that we might afii 
our ſelves before tar God, to ſeek of him a right 
nay for us, _ for our. little ones, and for all 


We cormge ealily bear chis Story, with-- 
out refcGbng on ſome kind of Paxallej chac 
runs gcn- It; and our: own paſt and, 

pecſent Gircumſtances ; how near we our 
ſelves were brought to a fort of Capuyity, 
cyen. in owrownLand: There lay. before us 
che diſmal Proſpedt of Slavcry in our Pcr- 
ſons, Conſctences, and Eflates,  and' whar: 
mage 1t yet more grievous; in this very 1/land, 


a place, which _ bud bleb'd ——_ a long 
Poficfhon 


Poſſeffionr of a+ juſt Liberty?! and wag. 
ted /Governmint:-' 'Wefaw aſtrange Wor- 
ſhip eager to -extirpate our-purer'Relibion,) 
our Laws juſt ſubnutring to an Arbitrary- 
Sway, and both Church and'State, bythe: 
Aftthce of ' our ' Enermies abroad, and the 
Violence of thoſe at home, '-upon: the Brint® 
of Subjection to a Foreign Power. 

It hath pleaſed -God to Bleſs-us with the: 
grateful 'Surprize of a Deliverance from the(e' 
great Evils,''to turn our ſteps, and'ito ſer us 
on our - way toward Sertlethent :and: Peace; 
and' the*Eſtabliſhment- and Securityof 'our- 
Religion and-Laws. And:we arc riow here” 
before” him, "to beg a" Bleffing\wuporr the: 
Counl(els- of "thoſe, who are Radging and* 
and conſulting upon the beſt: Methods 
for the furtherance® of ſo-greatiÞnds; and 
therefore weought'to innate; agdt6-ekeeed,? 
if poſſible, the Hamationiofiothis-Jewnk' 
Remnant in our” Fit, : andtheir:Devodion in 
our Prayers to” the God: of Heaven, who 
has broughe-us- thus farig.conuering: chat- 
we- now* make-our Addrefts? inctiforoa? 
handful of- our Countrymer, buritfot our! 
whole Nation ; for the ;Secarity: and: Hap- : 
pincſs immedurely of Three-Kmgdoms, -ant 
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by @onſequenoeof all che reforn'dG urches; 
and the. greareſt -part gig e.Sratcs of Europe 
And we-are-concerned (as thele' Jews'were) 
for our ſelves, | for our little, ones, aud for all ous. 
ence. |: 

11; For. ow ſelves; who have; afſerred "que. 
Native: Rights and. Liberties, and med is 
muſt. be the - moſt unfortunate of :all.Men, 
tat laſt we come/to loſe, them ;' w ah 
ftood :up far-whe Reformed. aſe 
Preſervation - of our Chinch, as t;1shap 


eſtabliſhed among(it . us ; , and w o ther 4 
can: with leſs Patience ſee Error and Wper $ 


fition invade our Temples, and corrap 
Brethren, the Temples of 1be:living, Gad.-,j, And: 
who have. perſonally , cxaſpgratxed the. Eng- 


ues of : both out Liberties-and - Religion-z- 


have thwarted; thar, Projects, -baffled; theis 
Hopes; 'and turned -thes Muſchicf, they de- 
fgned-us upon their' own Heads 3. andehere- 


fore, ſhould ithey-cvcr-prevail;. mult, expect- 


the: higheſt;Degrees of . their Rage, and the 


redoublcd. Vaolenics, of; their Malice and. 


Cruelty. 


:TE*: For ly obs ones; "which Talc RF 


Guardians we are, to whom. we ought. with, 
our Blood. to: conycigh he Rightsand Pci- 


vileges, . 
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vileges that- accompany 1 it th chat-as we have 
bee inſtrumental 1h givmg- them Tate; we 
may be hkewiſe fo, in handing down to 
hem thoſe things, without which Lite would 
ſcarce be defirable : For whom, if wetzave 
#hy nataral Tenderneſs/ wes muſt be. con- 
cerned both'tortheir Souls and Bodies, ' that 
the' #ne be not blmded with: Ignorance 'or 
Ertor; and led out of the:Way of Sabyation 
29d har "the: 'othor be ng erg 
Wilk"-of *thofe, *+who' ſeek ion vx eee cheir own 
Grandeur, and 'have no rega 
\Good Leſt, if we be wanting m'/our —_— 
FIT we beuſtly reproachced as un- 
| he common Tendeney of human 
Natare',' and” ugworthy of thoſe Rug | 
which the Vigilance and'Gourage 0 
Anceſtors haye continued to us. 

UL -#br Vonr fabftance, which makes this 
Nation conſiderable in the: World, and far- 
ntthes us 'with means for its Prefervation ; 
whichour Encnnies have long envieds which 
they would have-devourcd at once, had noe 
Providence over-ruled them , but -whuch 

conntuc "with all thar Policy Mill co 
un me. And it muſt be confeſſed,” that 
they have been but too ſuccelsful im it, by 
obſtructing 
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obſtructing - our Commerce abroad; and 


wicked Mer amoeng-our felves have contri- 


buted to the fame end, un; diftarbing that. 


at home, and robbing! the: Publick by «he 
Corruption of our Coyn.: 'And thele are 
Evils-of {o dangerous a Conſequence, © that. 
x beopmes as neceeffary for us by our Coun- 
fols eo countermme and top the Progreſs of 
them, as by our Arms, to oppoſe that Power 
which appcars againſt us in the Field. - That 


we may fcoure thoke Advantages which-God 
has given us above onr © Neighbo and « 


urs, - 
that we may not fortert the Kindneſs. 


Heaven by our own Remuincfs and want of: 


Carc;-or-bctray the Favour of Nature and. 
Providence, which ſeem to have deligned us 
for a Rich and a Powerful People. 

Theſe are all yery gra and weaghty Ar-- 
tices, and- therefore 1c highly becomes us - 
ro bchave ' our ſelves under. them,. as Per- 
fons that have -a Senſe of their Iaaportance; 
and to begm there, where Reaſon, and Piery; 
and the Words of my Text lead us ;- toin- 
voke ithe' Aﬀfitance of Heaven for our Coun! 
fellovrs, 'and: thoſe that iwatch over us, To faſt, . 
and affiifi our ſelvesbefore'our Gad, and to foek 
of him 4 +ight way, for as, and for our little ones, 
and for all our ſubſtance. Now 
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:Now.in Order to-:this >end, I ſhall in my 
Diſcourke upon-theſe words, propok 20.my 
ſelf;this- following, Method. 

1/t, To ſhew that the beſt means to pro- 
cure Succeſs upon-our Counſels and Endca- 
vours,-1s to:ſeck to;God for his Blefling.- 
_...2dly,, That ſolemn Faſting 1s a- very.pro- 
per Method to be. uſed in fuch Addrefles .to 
+0 

34, 1 ſhall reflect how much we-of this 
NavGon are.particularly obliged co' a deyour 
performance of this Duty. . 

; 4#hly, 1 hal enquire what condut will 
be +proper for us, in order to obtain that 
Bleding which We ſeek of God in this So- 
leninuty;. 

L4 "ont with the firſt To ſhew that 
the. beſt means-to-procure Succeſs upon our 
'Counſels-and Endeavours, is:to ſeek ro: Gud 
for his Blefling-..; This-is.4 Truth thar pla:n- 
ly reſults from .che very farſt, Principles upon 
which all Religion 1s buile 5, That-there is-a 
God of jnfinite Power who .goycrns the 
World, -and.+ can; difyoſe -all Things in it'to 
ſach Ends, as arc agrecable ;to.his geaed Will 
and. Pleaſure; That Homan - Polxy - and 
Sreength are of NO.MOment it when ink come, 


\ an 
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9. ob \ Hronndeoe 4, and. has, 

IVE f expreſicch. ac, der 15-10. 
dom, nor ing, nor Counſe apainſ} 
the Oe, and. feng. 7 has a particular 
Carc of. thoſe. who ſerve him Faichfully:; 
who call Ball. pop. Jy hun, wich Devouc- Hearts, 
dirc&t their defigns. to, his Glory, and depend 
an. his aſſiſtance in the Execution of ch.m. 

' Now. though this Supreme Governor of 
che World may, it he <6" alter the; Courlſe'- 
of Natur, . for the ctiecting.. his Purpoſes; - 
and hath. frequently made _uſc of a miracu- 
lous Power, tor . the Af rapias Or. Deliyc- 
rance-of hus Scpv ;. has. rendred: the wi-; 
ſeſt Counſc| Stark he moſt powerful Means, 
fruitles,and abortive; yet he generally;con- 
veys, his Bleſhng by $4 more common Me- 
chods of his (> 1 dire&ain coſe whe: 
are. the Dexngrs of of. Apa ruth and Fuftice,, by... 
the Influence, of ar ej Spirit, to = 
wiſcſt Counſels, and moſt per' Me- 

| othisChurch 


chods,and infatuating theEnc 

and a OS then $70 rath,.-: 
or rendring.c hepgyd ;dcaf-.ro-wife, Conniels,... 
as he did particula arly, to! chat of Achitophell. 


Thys APPPes Cm in the 5th of 7ob, 
13, 


-- 13; &c..:He takerb the Wiſe 

tiieſs, and. the CornſePof Pipe 
headtong'; .vhey. meer with: dar ont | 
time} and" prope at nobn"ddy ain the” niÞht- 
but \'he ſaneth*the- podr 7 phe Sword, | rh 
their mouth;* 4nd Jrom'the hintll of Ye bry. oe 

Tis true! the Spirit of *Qo | 
always 1 mm the conveying his Dire 
Aſſiffance, _ in fo palpable LR 
wheteby- we {ce” Second Caufes' 


cheir'E oſt andr mares be | 

bi a&t'by -Senfe!'4de#! Bo 
Jahdiare not! much SY "with. | 

courſtsUecnertring: ir> Bic *whotyer will” 


refle&v4 pa entre ; that tis' i 
for a Orca oak Ode; 


carr<nO frninbs2 we 6k Cover the World: 
than'he-car eaſe tobe God 3*thatthe Can--. 
notGoveri his'Creatured! if CET) Th-' 
fluence'thew $ thar® thoſe who the ol 'on 
r_ own Polic Link nn witho 56 


pratg fi F ffonthis le 4 
over, nr, rroccet' 0 | - 


kad ne and ſuch Tet Reſet Yong & 
A 4 Woe: + A, 
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Expreſſions of our.Sentuments, and therefore 

fuch as bccome our Devotions. - - © 
For God 1s the Auchar of Decency and 
Order, and his Service.is then moſt decent 
and orderly, when 'tis unaffected arid agree- 
ble to Nature ;, and therefore fuch Geftures 
or Attions are proper int his Worſhip, which 
do naturally flow trom, or” by Cuſtoms arc 
ufed to . accompany ſuch. a Diſpoſition , of 
Mind, as we ought to be in when we, make 
our Approachcs to him.. Thus {Kneeling be- 
comes us at” our Prayers, becauſe tis the. 
uſual Poſture of Supplicarts ; Singing of 
Hymns 1s decent . in Thanksgiving, becauſe 
Songs and Muſick are fit attendafitson Praiſe 
and Joy; and- Faſting is extreamly proper for 
4 Solemn Humiliation betere God, for the 
begging Pardon. of our Sins, and Aſſiſtance 
m our Difficulties, becauſe it is a, natural. 
Expreſſion of Sorrow, and'a deep Concern, 
and'13s productive of .hutnble' Thoughts in, 
our ſelves, and deyour oncs towards God, 
And therefore we find-chat it has, been the 
conſtant Praftice; nor only of the Churches 
of God, but cven of the Heathieris thernfelves, 
60 uſe ſolemn Faſts upon” extraordinary Ap» 
| Th” __ plications 
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plications to Heaven; and that fo Uni- 
yerfally, that-it- may juſtly enough be 'rec- 


koned a (part of Worſhip; which the com- - 


mon Senfe of Men,” and Nature it felt has 
preſcribed: 

And *ris highly fit and decent, char upon 
ſuch Solemn Occafionsour Faſting ſhould be 
attended with all thePublick Demonſtrations 


of Seriouſnefs and Concern, ſuch as a Gra: - 
vity in our Diſcourſe and Bchaviour, a cca--- 
ſing fromthe Butinefs of our particular Cal- 


hngs, abſtaining from Ornatnents, Recrca- 
tions and Places -of Civil Concourſe; and 


ſpending the Day in the Pablick' Devotions + 


of the Church, and: in the Retirements 'of 


our Cloſets. '' For though a Privace ChtiftE:+- 


an may*Faſt, {as he may Pray) withour any 


of this Pomp, and diſcharge the Dary in his - 
own Breaſt ; ' yer to make it publick, there - 
is no; other way' but arr outward Solcmnity;; : 


and a Community cannot” hold' a'Faft* bur: : 


by ſuch an appearance. 


" Neither ts \this 4© bare empty chew and | 


Fotmality, but *tis'of real Uſe 3* che: Minds - 


of -Men'are mote apt'to-be Grave and: 36: 


ous,” when there is no appeararice of Follit 
to divert them';, And Mcen''are drawrr.off 
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from thethoughts of Worldly Buſineſs, and: 
fix'd upon Pious Medipations,, whicn.. they 
ſee their Neighbours thronging to,the Tem- 
ple, when there is no Commerce in the Shops 
nor Hurry in the Streets, But ſuch - a face 
of things, as ſhews that Men are about the 
more Scrivus Bulineſs ;of another World, 
_ 'Thushave I done with my two firſt Heads. 
That the beſt Mears to , procure ſucceſs up- 
or pur: Counſels and Endeayours, is to fcek 
-God. fer his Blciſing, and that Solemn Falt- 
ing is: a vcry proper Mcthod:to be uſcd in 
' ſuch;Addrefles to-God, which I haye di{- 
-courſed of very brieffy,: juſt to repreſent the 
_rarigral Grounds ,of our preſcnt Aſſembly, 
but 1 forbcar infiſting longer upon, them.; 
partly, becauſe a moderate Degree of 'Naw- 
ral Lighr, 180 a common dealc, o the Obli- 
ations of-out Holy Religion, Will convince 
[ary rite Man, of - + T 145, them; 
and partly, becaulc. the -ycry., Solcnanity . of 
the-Day, the Picty, of the King in cnjoyning, 


| ahh, Flo aps Houle,,jn requeſting, 
ab of., al. ths £ ngregations thatjoyn-un 
bration, of it, thew, ahat at, 15 
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the general Perſualidn of both the Gavernors 
andthe 


£ 4 . dT & 6s +4 & Lift at << 4 ( ib, t 
ady of our Pcople, that -the Oc- 
caſion 
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caſion of. ,this ,Solemnity 1s imporcang, the 
Dury taribna), andche Manner decent, . 
*J\T' core” now” therefore” to; bring the. 
matter ſomeching nearer ta our ſelves, by. 
confidering® under my third. General, how . 
mutch' we 'of. this © Nation are particularly: 
obliged ro'*a"Devour Perfoxrpance of thus 
Ditty :* And this I. ſhall ſhew; by reflieCting : 
upon what we; have already, received,. Fu 
whit we yet wanc ; The former, -of, which,, 
wilt diſcover the Encofagrnent God has: 
giycn usto truſt 1n him, . arid the Larter, the, 
Neceſſiry of having. recourſe to, him... * | 
('t.) What we haye already received. Now :. 
the Main and Body of the Bleſſing God has; 
already vouchſafed” Us, '.is the unexpected 
Deliverance of our Nation from an _utter\; 
ruins, ready to befall our Laws, -our Liber... 
tics and our Religion, from Calamities, the 
greatcſt'that'can happen either to Wiſe Men,,.. 
or Good Chriſtians ; an Arbitrary Govern- | 
ment, and an Tdolatrous Worſhip ; And this. - 
wonderful Mercy has been ſweerned;and iq -; 
prov'd by many concurtitg Circumſtances | 
that attended' it ;' it was wrought for hae 1 
the Hand*of Providence; without. ke blood | 
of our Inhabirants,, or. the. difma[] BAVISS... 
| of: 
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of our Country, by: an. Intcſtine, War ;,. it 
ſurprized us when we had loſt even our hopes, 
and came .whence the moſt Vigilant of our 
Enemics never ſuſpected it.It has been main- 
rain'd againſt . Superior , Force and Uruted 
. Counfels abroad, and; againſt, eurbulcnt Spi- 
rits; and.divided Parties at home; and it has 
pleaſed , God wonderfully ro preſerve to us 
the Inſtrument he has made uſe of for this 
great end,.'and to deliver him from . open 
Force and private Conſpiracics ; to give ſuch 
fuccc(s'to his Arms, as to put a ſtop to a 
Power generally thought Irreſfiſtiole, ro con- 
vince us by a late Signal Demonſtration,that 
at 3s declining, and to give us a rational Pro-- . 
ſpect ' of ' what we ſo much deſire, the Set- 
tlement and Eſtabliſhment of this Dclive- 
rance by .an Honourable and a ſecure Peace. 
Theſe ate very moving Encouragements 
-to: make our Addrcſlcs ro that God, who has 
done fo great things for us, and ſhould per- 
ſuade .us to all poſhble Demonſtrations of -- 
Duty and Gratitude, though we had nothing . 
more to expect ; but his Wiſdom has thought 
fit to | keep us yet in expectation, and un- 
der a Nececſiity of having recourſe to him _ 
for our own'Intereſt, which may further in- 
fluence 
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fluence us-to a Devour'attendance on his 
Mercy 4 and ths wil appeat by refleftingy 

' (21) Upon what we yet want. It has pleaſed 
Almighty God- to deliyer us from a ſtare of 
Miſcry,. into which we were juſt talling ; 
but he has'not yer bleſſed-us with a Rate of 
Confidence and'Secutity,/ which we till wiſh 
tor, 'and: labour” after. The Rod does: not: 
ſeem to be wholly out of our ſight; we arc 
frequently in» Fears and doubtful Expectati- 
ons, 'and ſohcirous under the Apprehenfion; 
that what we 'dread/ 'may ſtil] return; and 
that the Evil 1s rather put off 'for a time; 


| than fully fabdu'd. The Force of our Ene-- 


... 


mies 1s yet too conſiderable, to be” truſted: 


where there is ſo lirrle Juſtice to manage it, 
and we cannot think we'haye any tolerable 
degree of Security, whilſt the Peace of our 
Land, and of all Chriftendom ſhall depend 
upen' the bare Will” of one fingle Perſon, 
and of 'onhe,* whoſe 'Faith© in Treatics - and. 
Compadcts has notyct becn accounted Invio- 
lable. We are not free from Domeſtick Ene« 
mics, who endeayour to "diſturb our Peace; 
and obſtruct thoſe Counlels? and * weaken! 
thoſe Hands, that work for the Publick*Safe- 
ty ; and we have yt na,” difhcul- 

eics 
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ties to ſtruggle with, to ſecure our Commerce, 
and hcal thok& Grievanccs that diſturb the 
Minds of our People, and render them. leſs 
active, or leſs unitcd in the Support of ' our 
Government. And beſides, what gives the 
moit diſmal Proſpect 1s, that we labour un- 
der a very great- Corruption of manners, 


and our National Viccs are ſo yery heinous, 


and fo plainly viſible, that 1t gives us juſt 
fears, that it Providence be now expecting 
what our fruntulneſs will be under paſt Mer- 
cies, in order to determine the Event of 
things ; it 1s hike ro be ( which God avert ) 
rather what 1s wiſh'd tor by our Enemies, 
than our ſelves. 

Theſe are things of the moſt weighty 
Conſequence, and in which we are all moſt 
nearly concern'd ; and therefore *tis with 
very good reaſon, that we are now aflem- 
bled-to humble our ſelves deeply under the 
Senſe of our Corruption, the laſt of the Evils 
I mentioned ; that we may be in the fitter 
preparation tO implore the Bleſſing of God, 
upon thoſe Counſels, which arc employ'd 
for obviating of the zeft. ; 

Let us then our of a deep Senſe of our 


mal Peobocaions profirac- cur elves. 


vctore 
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before the Throne of Grace, and contfels 
with ſhame that we are a Sinful People, and 
unworthy of that Mercy that watches over 
us, that we have merited the Severity of 
God's Wrath, and that *ris of his undc- 
ſerved Grace that we are yet in a Capacity 
to {end up our united Prayers for- our Pre- 
feryation. This Humiliation may prevail 
with a Mcrciful God, to hear our Cry, and 
grocullly to anſwer our Addreſſes, by Blef- 
ing the Conſultations of this preſent Parlis- 
ment, and by dire@ing them to ſuch means, 
as may prove moſt efteftual for ' the remo- 
ving- our Preſſures, and ſecuring our Happt- 
neſs and Peace. | | 
[Now that we may not obſtruct the Graci- 
ous Deſigns of Providence for our Good, 
nor. by want of a due Management of our 
_ prevent God's granting our requelts; 
ct us 
4. Enquire what conduct will be prope 
for us, in order to obtain thar Bleſſing which 
we ſcck of God in this Solemnity ; and that 
(1. ) more Particularly with relation to- our 


Counſellors themſelves,” and ( 2.) in Gene- 
ral with refpe&t' to the whole Nation, for 


whoſe ſafety they conſul. 
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1. Now to prepare our Counſcilors them- 
(elves for .this:Blefling, i ſeems very requi- 
{1tc ; | | 
- 1... That they would reflect that in our 
preſent Curcumitances we depend-upon their 
Wiſdom ard Prudence, as well tor the ſecu- 
rity of thoſe advances which God has alrea- 
dy enabled us to make, as for ſuch a further 
Progreſs, as may ſecure us againſt thoſe 
Evils, which. we have, lately felc, and (tÞ 
fear. That the Crifts.1s fach, that' chey-can 
fcarce act within the Limits of Indifference, 
but muſt either gain the Honour of. Pexte- 
ting, or the Reproach of Spoilingthe-moſt 
Glonous Attempt, that has been known'1n. 
this-Part of the World, may bein any; Ge- 
acration. And thar they would-for.' this 
reaſon conſcicntioully., uſe their; bet;;Fndea-s 
yours to anſwer the Expectation of thar' 
Country, and convince the World that they 
have nor been the Authors of idle Prayers ; 
but that they would apply their.mok ſerious 
Thoughts , and-;,their,..urmelt! Diligence) 
to further what they ,prap-tor,; and''tp:find' 
out ſuch Means as may be by. God's Bkfhing 
moſt cftcEtua!, tor. the, accompliſhing; ahi 
srcat. Work we arc engagcd in. * 
2. That 
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2. That they would conſider that ſhould 
there anv Miſchief flow from an unfaithful 
Diſcharge of cheir Dury, they muſt be one 
day accountable for it ; and that, not only 
to their Country, whoſe Expericace-will ;at 
haſt give Judgment upon ther Counſels,: bur 
to God himſclF,” who is a ſevere Revenger of 
all Breach of Truſt, and whoſe ſubordinate 
Miniſters all they are, who are employed. in 
the Government;or DircCtion of a People. 

-_Sych'a Reflection as this will. be ;apr to 
diſcoyct, that it 15 a ſinful, as well as an im- 
prudent, thing, to govern thoſe Debares by 
the, Tendcncy or Intereſt of a Parry, which 
Es ncd for the publick Peace and ,Wel- 
face, of to clog and retard thoſe good, Pro-- 
viſions which” atc, of evident neceffiry, by 
diſtance Sutimilcs, or, preſent, Delays,z, and: 
that *tis, the” Duty of. all ſuch” as "conſult in. 
our publick Councils, to do it: with-that Up- 
rightneſs and. Sincerity,, as becomes thoſe 
who arc fully. perſwaded, that there isa God 
whio' ſees theSpring-of cheir Advice, and. will 
Judge them accordingly, chat they who take 
"Counſel as wellas they who fic in Judgmenc 
do it for the Lord and not for Men, and that "tis 
of him' they mult at. laſt Teccive. their final: 
Cenſurc or Reward. 3. As 
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3. As a Na ural Conſequence of - ſuch rc- 
flexions, that they would reſolve. to have 
refpe& ro the Glory of God, arid the Pub- 
lick Good, 'in all their Debatcs, that the 
would: cndeavour to diveſt them(clyes of 
choſc Paſſions that uſually erouble, and re- 
tard their Work,ahd caft away the thoughts 
of Private Inrercſt, Ambition, or Reſentment 
from their Conſultations ; that they would 
ſer, themſelves with CalmneG, Induſtry, and 
Application to the Diſpatch of thoſe Impor- 
rant Matters that lie before them, and that 
chey would have a Juſt regard to his Provi- 
dence who advances them to' this Charge'; 
and' to 'the end, for. which they Aſſemble; 
and'{o.” hot ' guide *rheniſelves by Humane 
Paſſions, bur ftcer that Even and Unbyaſ'd 
Courſe, to, which the Honour of God, 
the, Obligations . of Conſcience, and” the 
Hizppmeſs of their Country dircet them, 

Such Refiections and Reſolgtions, highly 
become Perſons in fo Honourable a Station, 
arid upon ſo.Important'a Comuncture'; and 
bieſfed be” God, there "is a fair Appearance 
that they, have been conſider'd, We: bays had 
a ducInflaence,by the harpy beginning which 
ſhews ar (elf in the Weight and Unaninuty ﬀ 


F 
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the firſt Debates and” Vores of this Seflion. 
Theſe give, us very promilirig Preſages of a 
happy Progreſs, and a comfortablehope thar 
God will hear our preſent Prayers,atid conti- 
nuc and improve the fame good Diſpoſinons 
to a joyful Concluſion: Whichthat we may 
not obſtruct by our own: Unworthineſs, L 
procecd, La. DOUD 1! 221 

IL To confider in the: laſt place what 
Conduct more generally becomes us of this 
Land, in order to influence Heaven 19-give 
a Blcfling to the Conſultations of this preſent 
Parliament. | | 

Now the great Preparation that God re- 
quires of ns, to fit us tor this, or for any 0- 
ther Mercy, 1s to amend our Lives ;'' it our. 
Faſt have nor this Influence upon us, 'it-will 
have no Influence upon Heaven, except ir be 


to haſten the Judgments which we pretend , 


to deprecate. For how can we cxpect that 
God thould remember it, to make-us hap- 
pier, if the thoughts of it are loſt ro us, 
when the performance 1s over; and we never 
refle&t upon it to make our ſelycs better * 
Thus every ſingle Perſon. ſhould apply to his. 
Conſcience, and immediately begin the pri- 
vate Reformation of his: own Life, in order 
to promote the publick One. Bur 
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But the- more Gerieral: one, is a . proper 
conſideration in. this bokmmnuty,. and our 
Corruptions {are ſo. general, . that: there 15 
ſcarce any ſerious Man, but ſces rhe Neceſli- 
ty of '1t, and wiſhes for it; God 1s vilibly 
and. univerſally proyok'd among us, by 
National : Vices / and Publick; Wickednels, 
which good Men daily ſee the cncreaſe of, 
bur know not kow 'to remedy. We have 
loſt the Seriouſneſs and the Sobricty. of our 
own Anceſtors, * and out-do our Neighbour 
Nations in! Vices and Follics ; - Religion: and. 
Virtue are almoſt every where Neglected or 
Derided; and even Honour and Humanity + 
fallen to a very low Ebb. Baſe Intereſts and 
Shametful Pleaſures have. ſo generally oblice- 
rated the Senſe of Publick Good, even a- 
mong thoſe, whoſe diſtinction ſhould make 
them value it, that *tis hard to ſay where 
there was to bz found in. any Age, a more 
depraved and degenerate Pcople :- *Tis too 
plain we do nor deſerye the Mercics we pray ] 
for, God grant our Unworthineſs do.nort 10 
far preval, as to hinder their deſcending. 

'Tis without doubt a very ' fit. Confidera- 
tion, for thoſe who have the Government of 
us, to ſcck for ſome mcans or other to:oppoſe 

| | thoſe- 
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thote gfowing Corruptions that diſgrace us on 
Earth, and kt us unacceptable to Heaven. 
That boldneſs wherewith Atheiſm actacks the 
very Being of a God, that Liberty which 7p 1 
take to: deſpiſe, and ſometimes to ridicule the 
Myſteries and Revelations of our Holy Rcligi: 
on, and chat general Prophaneſs 'and Contempt 
of things Sacred, which 1s a Publick Demon- 
ſtratton of the decay of Picty among us. 

But theſe arc too weighty to be diſtin&tly 
handled inthe remaining part of my preſent Dit- 
courſe, I ſhall chercfore leave them to your Pri- 
vate Reflections, and ſhall now only inſtance in 
ewo or thtce Particulars, more immediately re- 
hring to our Preſent Circumſtances, in which 
many arhong us ſeem to behave themſclyes un- 


worthy of | liverance God has wrought . 


for us ; and theſe I ſhall briefly caution againſt, 
ane fo conclude. 

1. The firſt is an Inſcnſibility of what God hag 
already done for us,anda Forgectfulncfs of our tor- 
mer State; what we would then have given, and 
what we would have ſuftcr'd to have purchas'd 
one much ſhort of the preſent. The thoughts of 
thicfe things arc among too many vaniſhed with 
the Condition that ſuggeſted them, and now 
no Preſſures are choughr comparable to the 


preſent. 
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1. 2 Impatience n_the-Expectation of thag Set- 
clement which, we ſo much dedrey, we, ate wea- 
ry, of waiting God's Iciſurc, and fancy gheFrun 
3s too long .in ripening z, we preſsfaſter;than the 
Nature of things will bear; .and arc angry that 
all thoſc Evils arc-not,remoy/d-:n.a few. years 
by the Condutt of our-preſent, Prince, which 
our own Stupidity ſafferts to. grow, almoſt 
paſt Cure, in the many ones of his Predeccl- 
ſors. | 
- Murmuring and-Diſcontentarthe Charge 
2 che Lofles that attend our Dchyerance, and 
muſt be felt. before it be perfetly Eſtabliſhed : 
Whereas it ought ro be.conſfider'd that ſogreat 
a Birth muſt. haye ſome, Pangs, and. that the 
Narure of the thing as ſuch, that-it cannot be 
perfected without ſome Trouble, fome Charge, 
and ſome Misfortunes too. ; Bur that the Pro- 
du&tion will abundantly recompence. what.we 
fuffer ; and our Pains would ſoon be forgotten 
for Joy,. it it. were once fully brougat forth, 
and in our Arms. | 
.Theſc and ſuch hke Diſpolitions are very, un- - 
becoming the Circumſtances wearenow. in, and 
may ju{tly.provoke God to blaſt his Fayours, .to 
thoſe that bchave fo unworthily,.under them : 
And therefore Ict.us out of a duc Senſe both of 
what we hayc deſcry'd, *and what we have re- 
« cciv'd, 


+ 


Gy &,praie, God har TE now, a. Pcop| 
Tac tor fajoce ; Goodncls. 
in orefor us, | 4T.4,NOF 
ET ES chat 4 Torre of our Encmics 
Conqueſts has a ſtop to it,.and that the Tide'is. 
turned upon them; that we arc out. ol lean of 
their Invaſions, and ar. P at, Peace SONG Our ſelves, 
that our own Nauon 4s free from che Ravages 
and Diſtractions of Wako andchat our Encaucs- 
Citics, and Coaſts; and. F ronticrs now. feel thoſe 
NAG which..chey.cxerciſcs. in many Places, 
and ply hreatned'in more. "Preks aac plain Signs 
care that Providence. has had of -us; and. 
rv Blcflings at ſtill deſigns for us, if, we -do-not: 
by.our own Murmuring and. Impatience {hifls 
that-in che Burch. 

Let us then be:alhantd of bang inſerſible af 
God's. Protection, eycn-.whule we feel it; and. 
ſubſiſt byar z and ler nor our-Impaticnce for wha. 
15.t0 com deſtroy the Senſe and. Memary of: 
what 1s palt.; ct not our hes I taſtes 
than the Narurc of Human Affairs. will pernar; . 
but-Jet-us thankfully enjoy what we haye, bleſs 
G9 for the Hopes he gives us of. better; and: 

"ſteady Endeavours and Dependance. onhis- 
Provides wait for its arriyal: 

Neither Ietus diminiſh the Value of our Deh-. 
yerance, by Murmurmg» at the Expence and: 
Troubles. 


Ny char Goes 

e rad, ' great ſocy 
than he! Mercies it my 
Difficulrics make'us ungervalt 
weernoy,or chebleſingrrecs rr : 
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